
Rebuilding Landscapes

Permit Ready Front Yard 
Landscape Templates





Project Goals
• Streamline permitting 

• Save homeowner cost

• Water saving designs

• Fire Safer designs

• Attractive front yard plans

• Integrate sustainability elements

• Restore neighborhood vitality and ecology

• Improve climate adaptability



Sustainable Design Elements

Increase Permeability & Reduce Water Use

- Soil Restoration

- Disconnected downspouts and paving

- Permeable Paving

- Raingardens & Swales  

- Greywater & Rainwater Harvesting 

Cool Urban Heat - Shade Trees

Increase Habitat and Edible Plantings



Slow, spread, sink rain into the earth



Permeable Paving



Decorative Aggregate



Raingardens, Swales, Biorention 





Greywater Laundry to Landscape



Greywater Branched Drain



Greywater Template Sheet



Rainwater Harvesting



Rainwater Template Sheet 



Coffey Park  Piner Creek Santa Rosa 
Creek  Laguna de Santa Rosa  Russian 
River  Pacific Ocean

Coffey Park



Sonoma Veg Map

Coffey Park Acres 
(Total 262)

Percentage 
of total

Buildings 63 24%
Hardscape 46 18%
Roads 40 15%

Coffey Park – Back of the envelope calculation

(Numbers reflect conditions before the fire)



Coffey Park – Back of the envelope calculation 

• 40% (~100 ac) of Coffey Park is impermeable to 
stormwater (roads deducted)

• 4% rule = 4 acres of raingardens total

• Per 6,000 sf residential lot = 240 sf of raingarden

• Design storm: 1” depth

• Implementing green infrastructure would allow ~ 8 acre feet 
of water or 2,600,000 gallons detained/retained per storm

• = Annual water use of 26 families in Santa Rosa

Analysis Courtesy of Sherwood Design Engineers



Public Meetings and Dialogue

• Engage the public
• Hear community priorities
• Understand design and rebuild context
• Increase knowledge of sustainable 

design & materials
• Increase implementation of sustainable 

techniques and methods









Key Feedback: 
•Wanted a menu of items: details, plant lists 
Ability to mix and match

•Low cost options (Contemporary, Native)

•Low Maintenance (Contemporary, Native)

•Ease of Permitting – all elements approved 
by Planning and DPW 

•County and City: Support the process with 
trainings, demo gardens and workshops



Landscape Permit Requirements
•Landscape area < 2500 sf

•Smart irrigation controllers 

with weather sensor

•75% low water use plants

•25% medium max

•Drip irrigation systems

•Owners self certify

•Simplified inspection



Fire Safer Guidelines
• Within 5’ of house plantings < 3’ tall, low fuel
• Plants ”Clean and Green” esp. in 5’ area 
• Defensible spaces front and back
• Place trees away from structures
• Fire safer plant selection - Agency lists
• Reduce connectivity of fuels
• Consider wind direction of fire weather
• For SRA, LRA more stringent WUI guidelines





Contemporary Sm



Contemporary Lg
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